282                           THE     SCENE     CHANGES
May g. Douglas Straight, Chief of the Police of the United Provinces,
India, told me to-day that India was in a dangerous state. Many
deserters from the Indian army had gone into Afghanistan, where
they got a poor welcome from the Afridis. Afghanistan is full of
German officers. And now comes news of Kut.
May 10. I attended a conference in the Attorney General's room.
It was decided to prosecute Bailey, a soldier who came over with
Casement in the submarine,* for high treason with Casement, as
otherwise the army would be dissatisfied. If necessary, he would be
used as King's evidence. Cave, the Solicitor General, was very strong
on this being done only if really necessary, as Bailey was the worst
case of all the soldiers who joined the Irish Brigade. Casement and
Bailey are to be brought up at Bow Street on Monday. In the mean-
time, divers are at work to bring up arms from the ship sunk by the
Germans. Some gun stops have already come to the surface.
It is a curious fact that one of the revolvers brought by Casement
saved Dublin Castle. Major Price happened to be showing it to Sir
Matthew Nathan in the Castle, when he heard a shot, and looking
up, he saw the sentry writhing on the ground and a ragged crowd
rushing through the gate. He had some cartridges in his pocket and
opened fire, keeping the rebels at bay for one hour and twenty
minutes.
The Royal Irish Constabulary have asked me for the banner that
Casement was going to hoist over Dublin Castle. It is of green bun-
ting, made in Germany.
I saw Donald, editor of the Daily Chronicle, who said that the
French had had two months to prepare for Verdun, but that Joffre
had put only 30,000 men to defend it and no heavy guns. They had
250,000 men against them and had had to retreat. General Castelnau
was then called to the rescue when it had been decided that Verdun
must go. Castelnau wired a general order, " Verdun must stand,"
or words to that effect. He obtained big guns and better troops and
moved them up. They held the position. Castelnau is a Royalist, an
aristocrat and a Catholic. Sarrail is a politician, whom they brought
back to Paris and sent out to Salonika. Joffre is the Kitchener of
France, a fetish, not a soldier. Donald thinks that Castelnau is the
* See Apr. 4, 1915; Apr. 22, 23, 24, 26, 29 andjvlay 10, 1916.